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Glossary 
 

Term Definition 

Development Consent 

Order (DCO) 

An order made under the Planning Act 2008 granting development consent 

for one or more Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP). 

Hornsea Project Four 

Offshore Wind Farm 

The term covers all elements of the project (i.e. both the offshore and 

onshore). Hornsea Four infrastructure will include offshore generating 

stations (wind turbines), electrical export cables to landfall, and connection 

to the electricity transmission network. Hereafter referred to as Hornsea 

Four. 

Orsted Hornsea Project Four 

Ltd 

The Applicant for the proposed Hornsea Project Four Offshore Wind Farm 

Development Consent Order (DCO). 

 
Acronyms 

Acronym Definition 

DMLs Deemed Marine Licences 

DCO Development Consent Order 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

ES  Environmental Statement 

HVAC High Voltage Alternating Current 

HVDC High Voltage Direct Current 

LSE Likely Significant Effect 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MLWS Mean Low Water Springs 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

SoCG Statement of Common Ground 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Reason for this document 

 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared between Orsted Hornsea 

Project Four Limited (‘the Applicant’) and the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) to 

set out the areas of agreement and disagreement between the two parties in relation to the 

Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the Hornsea Project Four offshore wind 

farm (hereafter referred to as ‘Hornsea Four’). 

 

 This SoCG covers all topics of relevance to the MMO in the marine environment seaward of 

Mean High Water Springs (MHWS). 

 

 The need for a SoCG between the Applicant and the MMO is set out within the Rule 6 letter 

issued by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on 24 January 2022. 

 

 Following detailed discussions undertaken through the Evidence Plan Process, the Applicant 

and the MMO have sought to progress a SoCG. It is the intention that this document will 

provide PINS with a clear overview of the level of common ground between both parties. 

This document will facilitate further discussions between the Applicant and the MMO and 

the SoCG will be updated as discussions progress during the Hornsea Four examination 

process.  

 

1.2 Approach to SoCG 

 The Applicant took the decision at an early stage to adopt a proportionate approach to 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for Hornsea Four which is detailed and integrated 

throughout the DCO application. The Impacts Register (see Volume A4, Annex 5.1: Impacts 

Register) is a key tool that details all potential impacts identified for Hornsea Four and sets 

the scope of the EIA at various stages of the project (Scoping, PEIR and DCO). In line with the 

Applicant’s approach to proportionality, only Likely Significant Effects (LSE) were included 

within the individual topic assessments within the relevant chapters of the Environmental 

Statement (ES). This SoCG seeks to set out the agreements reached with the MMO on the 

proportionate approach to EIA in addition to other matters such as (but not limited to) the 

adequacy of baseline data collection, the assessment methodology and conclusions 

reached. 

 

 The structure of this SoCG is as follows: 

 

• Section 1: Introduction; 

• Section 2: Consultation; 

• Section 3: Agreement Logs; and 

• Section 4: Summary. 

 

1.3 Application elements under The Marine Management Organisations remit 

 The elements of Hornsea Four which may affect the interests of the MMO are Work Numbers 

1 to 5, covering the intertidal (seaward of MHWS) and offshore works. These are detailed in 
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Part 1 (Authorised Development) of Schedule 1 (Authorised Project) of the draft DCO (C1.1: 

Draft DCO including Draft DML). 

 

 This SoCG covers technical topics of the DCO application of relevance to the MMO 

comprising: 

 

• Draft DCO and Deemed Marine Licences (non-EIA topic-specific); 

• Marine Geology, Oceanography and Physical Processes; 

• Benthic & Intertidal Ecology; 

• Fish and Shellfish Ecology; 

• Marine Mammals/Underwater Noise; and 

• Outline Plan Documents. 

 

 It is agreed that, whilst the MMO retains an interest in the following areas with respect to 

the provisions set out in the DCO and DMLs, the MMO defers to other parties for the 

following topics and has made little or no comment in relation to the technical assessments 

associated with them. Agreement logs have not been presented for these topics: 

 

• Shipping and Navigation; 

• Commercial Fisheries; 

• Seascape, Landscape and Visual; 

• Aviation, Military and Communications; 

• Marine Archaeology; 

• Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology; 

• Without Prejudice Derogation Case and 

• Infrastructure and Other Users. 

  

1.4 Overview of Hornsea Four 

 Hornsea Four is an offshore wind farm which will be located approximately 65 km offshore 

the East Riding of Yorkshire in the Southern North Sea and will be the fourth project to be 

developed in the former Hornsea Zone.  Hornsea Four will include both offshore and onshore 

infrastructure and consists of: 

 

• Hornsea Four array area: This is where the offshore wind generating station will be 

located which will include the turbines, array cables, offshore accommodation 

platforms and a range of offshore substations as well as offshore interconnector cables 

and export cables; 

• Hornsea Four offshore export cable corridor: This is where the permanent offshore 

electrical infrastructure (offshore export cables, as well as the High Voltage 

Alternating Current (HVAC) booster station (if required), will be located; 

• Hornsea Four intertidal area: This is the area between MHWS and Mean Low Water 

Springs (MLWS) through which all of the offshore export cables will be installed; 

• Hornsea Four onshore export cable corridor: This is where the permanent onshore 

electrical cable infrastructure will be located; and 

• Hornsea Four onshore substation including energy balancing infrastructure: This is 

where the permanent onshore electrical substation infrastructure (onshore High 

Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) converter/HVAC substation, energy balancing 

infrastructure and connections to the National Grid) will be located. 
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2 Consultation 

2.1 Summary of consultation with the Marine Management Organisation 

 Table 1 below summarises the consultation that the Applicant has undertaken with the 

MMO during the pre-application phase for each relevant component of the application (as 

identified in paragraph 1.3.1.1) seaward of MHWS. 

 

Table 1: Summary of pre-application consultation with the MMO. 

 

Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

07/08/2018 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 1 

Introduction to the proposed project and project teams and 

summary, reflections, agreement and sign off on the Terms of 

Reference. 

12/09/2018 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Processes & Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

Meeting 1 

Meeting to introduce Hornsea Four, the consenting programme, 

evidence plan process and the proportionate approach to EIA. An 

overview of work undertaken to date was provided, including 

scoping and approach to baseline.  

13/09/2018 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Evidence Plan Technical Panel Meeting 1 

Introduction to the project. Introduction to the TP, the EP 

process and the proportionate approach to EIA; and 

Discussion on key position papers. 

03/10/2018 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Evidence Plan Technical Panel Meeting 2 

Introduction to the project. Introduction to the TP, the EP 

process and the proportionate approach to EIA; and 

Discussion on key position papers. 

15/10/2018 Consultation Statutory Hornsea Four Scoping Report 

26/11/2018 Consultation Statutory Scoping Opinion 

Consultation response on the Scoping Report from the MMO. 

12/12/2018 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 2 

Update on the project development activities. Review of the 

Scoping Opinion responses and discussion on the next steps in 

relation to seeking agreement with key stakeholders on the 

data to be included in the PEIR and ES. 

12/12/2018 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Processes & Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

Meeting 2 

Meeting to provide Hornsea Four update, recap of the EIA scoping 

report and approach to EIA proportionality. Scoping opinions 

received were discussed, and necessary next steps, including 

survey and assessment work.  

14/01/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Evidence Plan Technical Panel Meeting 3 

Project updates, review of responses received during the 

Scoping process. Discuss the next steps in relation to seeking 

agreement with stakeholders on the data and information to be 

included in the PEIR and ES. 
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Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

06/03/2019 Consultation Non Statutory Responses to Benthic and Intertidal Technical Note. 

30/04/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Processes & Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

Meeting 3 

Meeting to provide Hornsea Four update since receipt of Scoping 

Opinion. Review of responses to both the Scoping Report and 

the HRA Screening Report, and the approach to the RIAA. 

Discussion on the next steps to seeking agreement in relation to 

data to be included in the PEIR and ES. Discussion on Biodiversity 

Net Gain. 

30/04/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Evidence Plan Technical Panel Meeting 4 

Meeting to provide a Hornsea Four update and updates on 

ongoing baseline surveys. Section 42 comments received were 

discussed (including the provision of necessary further 

information or evidence, and /or the Applicant’s proposed 

response). Consensus was sought on the proposed approach to 

ES (impacts to be covered in detail in the ES chapter) and what 

additional evidence or information is required. Comments on the 

Noise modelling methodology and RIAA. 

25/06/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 3 

Update on project information, local information events, 

onshore and offshore Technical Panels and non-Evidence Plan 

consultation. 

26/06/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Evidence Plan Technical Panel Meeting 5 

Project updates and discussion around the scope of the PEIR and 

ES. Review of the impacts register and discussion on next steps 

to seeking agreement with stakeholders on the data and 

information to be included in the PEIR and ES. 

13/08/2019 Consultation Statutory Hornsea Four PEIR 

Published for statutory Section 42 consultation. 

23/09/2019 Consultation 

response 

Statutory MMO letter response to PEIR 

Providing comments on the PEIR. 

06/11/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 4 

Update on project information and overview of the programme 

to DCO application. Update to Terms of Reference to reflect 

Historic England joining Steering Group. Updates to the Impacts 

Register and Commitments Register. Discussion on the Draft 

DCO and DMLs. 

06/11/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Technical Panel Meeting 6 

Data collection and description of the baseline environment and 

the inclusion of bottlenose dolphin in the baseline; impact 

assessment methodology in response to Section 42 comments 

regarding simultaneous piling, ramp-up hammer energy 

scenarios and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO); and the RIAA. 

13/11/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Processes & Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

Meeting 4 

Meeting to provide a Hornsea Four update and updates on 

ongoing baseline surveys. Section 42 comments received were 
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Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

discussed (including the provision of necessary further 

information or evidence, and /or the Applicant’s proposed 

response). Consensus was sought on the proposed approach to 

ES (impacts to be covered in detail in the ES chapter) and what 

additional evidence or information is required. New 

commitments in relation to the Dogger Bank Creyke Beck cable 

crossing and Smithic Bank. 

17/12/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Technical Panel Meeting 7 

Project and programme updates; and updates to the Impacts 

Register. 

16/03/2020 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 5 

Review of draft ES documents by the relevant Technical Panels. 

Overview of planned seabed investigations. Project updates and 

updates to the Impacts Register, Commitments Register, Draft 

DCO and DMLs. 

06/06/2020 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Technical Panel Meeting 8 

Discussion on the draft ES documents provided for review prior 

to the meeting; Presentation of updated HRA screening for 

marine mammals; Discussion on the approach to the UXO 

assessment; and Presentation of grey seal information that will 

form part of the RIAA. 

10/05/2021 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Mammals Technical Panel Meeting 9 

Project updates including the reduction in the developable area 

and the change to the project programme; Discussion on the 

bottlenose dolphin Management Unit and assessment; 

presentation of approach to the cumulative assessment in 

relation to seismic surveys, disturbance impacts, simultaneous 

piling and a new form of result presentation; and updates 

required to the modelling as a result of the change to Order 

Limits. 

21/10/2020 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 6 

Review of draft ES documents by the relevant Technical Panels. 

Project updates on change to Hornsea Four Order Limits. DCO 

application submission programme, SoCGs and Project Seabird 

and  Derogation. Overview of Design Vision Statement and 

planned seabed investigations. 

11/05/2021 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Ecology and Processes Technical Panel Meeting 5C – 

Fish and Shellfish Ecology 

Project updates including the reduction in the developable area. 

Discussion on key issues raised in the consultee comments 

(spawning timings for Banks herring and the conclusions of 

assessments); and 

updates required to the draft ES documents as a result of the 

change to Order Limits. 

13/05/2021 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Ecology and Processes Technical Panel Meeting 5A – 

Marine Processes 
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Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

Project updates including the reduction in the developable area 

and the change to the project programme. Review of consultee 

comments on the draft ES Chapter and Technical Report and 

the key issues identified; and updates required to the modelling 

as a result of the change to Order Limits. 

13/05/2021 Meeting Non Statutory Marine Ecology and Processes Technical Panel Meeting 5B – 

Benthic and Intertidal Ecology 

Project updates including the reduction in the developable area 

and the change to the project programme. General agreements 

from consultee comments on the draft ES Chapter and 

Technical Report. Discussion on key issues raised in the 

consultee comments; and updates required to the draft ES 

documents as a result of the change to Order Limits. 

29/07/2021 Meeting Non Statutory Evidence Plan Steering Group Meeting 7 

Project updates on change to DCO application submission 

programme, SoCGs and non-statutory compensation 

consultation. Overview of geophysical and geotechnical 

investigations. 
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ID Hornsea Four Position MMO Position Position Summary 

• Rock protection Smithic Bank: The MMO consider that tighter control measures should be 

implemented to ensure that the least amount of rock protection is deployed within Smithic Bank, in 

line with the proposed maximum 5% of cables getting rock protection in the Smithic Bank area. We 

believe the Applicant should be conditioned to submit the detailed pre-construction surveys and the 

cable burial risk assessment for the Smithic Bank area showing the % of cables that will be buried, 

and what the method of construction will be. This would then be reviewed and approved by the 

MMO. 

• Flamborough Front: The MMO confirms that we believe the Applicant is making progression 

regarding satellite monitoring, we confirm that the level of detail, and resolution of the satellite 

monitoring proposed is good. However, the MMO believes that this monitoring needs to expand to 

an array scale in the first instance, and not wait to see if monitoring of 3 distinct locations triggers 

the need for a wider scale monitoring. We believe this monitoring should look at productivity, by 

looking at Chlorophyll, and sediment plumes which will help illustrate and monitor turbine wake 

interactions. Regarding the timing of monitoring the MMO believe we would need to see the 

stratification and as such, covering periods of spring, summer and autumn. The MMO proposes a first 

set of monitoring is undertaken to then help with the identification and the wider design of the 

monitoring to be suitably tailored. 

Deadline 7: The MMO is reviewing the Applicant’s updated F2.7: Outline Marine Monitoring Plan due to 

be submitted at Deadline 7 and will provide a final decision on whether this satisfies the MMO’s 

outstanding concerns with a signed statement of common ground at Deadline 8. 

Deadline 8: The MMO has reviewed the Applicant’s updated F2.7: Outline Marine Monitoring Plan 

submitted at Deadline 7 and are content with its contents regarding this matter, we provide some 

remaining minor comments in the Deadline 8 submission: 

• The MMO welcomes the addition of Table 3 referring to Smithic Bank and Flamborough Front. 

However, a 10% buffer either side of the cable is proposed (10% of the corridor width). The 

MMO requests that this is defined, and query whether this is sufficient to identify sources of 

sediment disturbance that could impact the integrity of the cable on the active Smithic bank 

region. 

• In terms of the coverage of swath bathymetry surveys of Smithic Bank, a chart showing the 

planned route, the cable corridor and the 10% margin along with a background of the latest 

bathymetry from winter 2020/21 would enable reviewers to assess if the 10% margin is 

sufficient to detect sources of disturbance. 
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ID Hornsea Four Position MMO Position Position Summary 

sections 3.15 - 3.28 of the MMO’s Deadline 7 [REP7-111] for our detailed comments on herring spawning 

within the nearshore section of the ECC and reiterates our concerns regarding potential impacts to herring 

and herring spawning substrate during construction and disposal activities.  




























